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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1949. 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Clifton,  Dartmotdh  Hardness. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  Councillor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1949. 

'The  Birth  Rate  decreased  from  17'64  to  16  05, 
per  thousand  population.  Tliere  was  an  increase  in  tlie 
Deatli  Rate  from  15‘55  to  15’7  per  thousand  population. 
The  Registrar  General  has  resumed  the  practice  of  provi- 
ding an  adjusting  comparability  factor,  so  that,  Avhen  ad- 
justed, on  a comparative  age  group  basis,  the  death  rate  for 
Dartmouth  becomes  11  38  per  thousand  population.  This 
hitler  figure  is  the  Standardised  Rate  when  allowance  is 
made  lor  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Maternal  Causes ; no  road 
traffic  deaths 

Infectious  Disease.  No  notifiable  disease  became  epi- 
demic during  the  year  The  number  of  measles  cases — 263 
in  1948 — fell  to  21.  There  was  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  There  were  153  children  aged 
0 to  5 years  fully  protected  during  the  year.  266  children 
received  reinforcing  injections. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  Section  47  of  this  Act 
placed  upon  the  Borough  Council  certain  responsibilities 
for  taking  action  so  that  aged,  infirm  and  physically  inca- 
pacitated persons,  suffering  from  chronic  illness,  unable  to 
attend  to  themselves,  or  without  help,  or  living  in  in- 
sanitary conditions,  might  receive  care  and  attention. 
There  has  been  one  case  requiring  action  under  this  Act 
this  year. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 

1. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1925 

Population — census  1981  (April)  ...  ...  6707 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  resident  population  1948,  5723 


Resident  Population,  1949 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1948 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1949 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ... 


Civilian,  5733 


Total  6323 
...  1649 
...  1688 
£51,878 
£207 


2. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


Total  Male 

Live  Births  ...  ...  92  48 

Legitimate  ...  ...  88  46 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  4 2 

Still  Births  ...  ...  4 4 

liegitimate  ...  ...  4 4 

Illegitimate  ...  0 0 


Birth  rate  per  thousand  estimated 
resident  population 

Birth  Rate  (Still  Births)  ...  00.69 

Birtli  rate  per  thousand  (Live  and 
Still  Birtlis) 

" Total  Male 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  90  36 

Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resi- 
dent population 
Standardised  Deatli  Rate 
Comparability  Factor  for  1949 
Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents 
of  pregnancy  and  child-birth: 

F^uerperal  Sepsis  : 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Total  Male 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  4 3 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1000  live 
births 


Female 

44 

42 

2 

0 

0 

0 

16.05 
00.69 

41-66 

Female 

54 

15.7 

12.6 
00.80 


0 

0 


Female 

1 


43-48 
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Causes  of  Death  during  1949. 


Total  Male  Female 


Tuberculosis  of  tlie  Respiratory  System  ..  6 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . ...  1 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and  oe  soph  (M)  and 
uterus  (F)  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  2 

Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  ...  15 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tntra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  9 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  Dis.  of  circ.  system  ...  ...  8 

Bronchitis  . ...  ..  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ..  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  2 

Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  3 

Con.  Mai.  birth  Inj.  infant  dis.  ...  2 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  3 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  13 


3 

1 

0 

2 

0 

7 

0 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2 
3 
1 
2 

5 


3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

8 

1 

6 

15 

7 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 

8 


Total  90  36 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  13  Producers  and  13  Retailers  registered. 
Dairies  have  bejen  inspected  70  times  and  Cowsheds 
21  times. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  2 licensed  slaughterhouses  (closed  since 
control  by  M.  of  F.)  and  a public  abattoir.  (See  Meat 
Inspection). 

Eradication  of  Vermin 

(a)  Council  Houses  Infested  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Other  Houses  Infested  ...  ...  8 

(c)  Disinfestation  ...  ...  •••  ...  9 

Bedding,  etc.  destroyed  ...  ...  4 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

National  Advisory  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

Sampling  for  cleanliness  testing  continued  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Periodic  sampling  for  presence  of  Tubercle  infection 
has  continued. 

Water  Supplies. 

Supply  has  been  adequate.  Chlorination  has  been 
continued  at  the  main  source  as  a final  treatment  after  fil- 
tration, but  owing  fo  subsequent  mixing  by  smaller  un- 
treated auxiliary  supplies,  satisfactory  chlorination  of  the 
final  water  is  very  difficult  However,  by  maintaining  a 
relatively  high  dosage  of  chlorine,  the  Water  Engineer  has 
managed  to  obtain  a final  satisfactory  drinking  water,  and 
I am  indebted  to  him  for  copies  of  the  bacteriological  reports 
from  samples  which  he  has  taken  monthly.  Residual 
chlorine  tests  liave  been  made  regularly  as  a check  on  the 
efficiency  and  amount  of  chlorine  dosage. 

Housing. 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

defects  ...  ...  ..  133 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  by  Informal  Notices  ...  ...  84 

Action  tinder  Statutory  Powers. 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 
served  requiring  repair  under  Housing 
Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Statutory 
Notice  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ....  2 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  under  l^ublic  Health  Act  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  Statutory  Notice  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  ...  0 
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Numbers  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo- 
lition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  parts  of  dwellings  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

, A.  DICK, 

M.D.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 


'I'o  The  Worshi'pful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  Councillor  & Gentlemen, 

I 

I herewith  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending 
the  31st  December,  1949. 

HOUSING. 

Many  of  the  old  houses,  especially  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  town,  which,  by  reason  of  age,  structural  defects  and 
general  dilapidations,  would  normally  be  dealt  with  under 
clearance  or  demolition  orders,  have  still  to  be  kept  in  use 
and  repaired,  often  reluctantly,  by  owners.  It  is  of  some 
satisfaction  to  note  however,  that  so  much  repair  work  has 
been  carried  out  as  a result  of  informal  action  and  only 
four  Statutoiy  Notices  were  required  to  enforce  compliance. 
One  of  these  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  in  de- 
fault and  an  appeal  was  lodged  by  the  owners  against 
another,  which  required  works  of  drainage  under  Sec.  39 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  appeal  when  brought 
before  the  Justices  was  dismissed  and  the  work  was  then 
carried  out. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year — 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

defects  (under  tlie  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  133 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  tlie  purpose  506 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  8 


2. 
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3.  Number  of  dwellings  )exclnsive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  fur  habitation  94 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

OF  Formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  84 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  & 16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  •- 

(a)  By  Owners  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  1 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  :- 

(a)  By  Owners  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  & 13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  1 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936  - 

(1)  NnmUer  of  separate  tenements  or  un- 

derground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  (Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenemenis  or  un- 
derground rooms  in  respect  of  Avliicli 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  I he 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit  0 

Complaints 

190  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 
the  year. 

133  Houses  were  inspected  under  the  Public  Healtli 
& Housing. Acts. 

Abridged  summary  of  work  carried  out  in 

CONSEQUENCE  OF  SERVICE  OF  NOTICES 


Hoofs  43 

External  Walls  38 

Internal  Plastering  52 

Ceilings  33 

Floors  34 

Yards  & Passages  5 

Windows  37 

Stairs  2 

Fireplaces  13 

Doors  3 

Chimneys  22 

Wash  boilers  7 

Premises  Cleansed  13 

DRAINAGE 

Inspections  made  292 

Tests  carried  out  41 

Drains  repaired  37 

Gullies  provided  22 

Sinks  28 

Rainwater  Pipes  & Gutters  40 

Water  Closets  provided,  repaired  or  renewed  21 

P’lushing  Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  10 

New  drains  laid  (excluding  new  properties)  28 

Urinal  Stalls  7 

Inspecl  ion  Chambers  built  19 

Cesspool  abolished  1 
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INSPECTION  A.ND  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

Dairies  liave  been  visited  on  70  occasions  and  farms  21- 
With  the  introduction  of  the  new  Milk  & Dairies  Regula- 
tions which  came  into  operation  on  tlie  first  of  October, 
1949,  all  dairymen  in  tlie  Borongli  were  circularised  and 
considerable  work  has  already  been  carried  out  to  bring 
premises  up  to  the  required  standard. 


During  the 

year  the  folio 

wing 

samples  were  taken 

with  the  results  shewn 

Samples  1 

bailed 

Passed 

Invalid 

Keeping  Quality 
4'uberculin  Test 

33 

4 

18 

9 

30 

Nil 

19 

11 

Pasteurised 

2 

Nil 

2 

— 

The  number  of  invalid  samples  should  in  future  be 
greatly  reduced  with  the  purchase  of  a new  insulated  ice 
box,  which  is  now  in  use  for  tlie  despatch  of  samples. 


(b)  FOOD  PREMISES 

174  visits  have  been  made  to  various  food  premises 
during  the  year.  It  has  been  decided  to  adopt  new  bye- 
laws for  securing  the  observance  cf  sanitary  and  cleanly 
conditions  and  practice  in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for 
human  consumption  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  food 
or  exposure  of  food  for  sale  in  the  open  air. 

Inspections  Informal  Notices 

Issued 


Cafes 

42 

Bakehouses 

• 21 

Hotels 

14 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

44 

Fish  Shops 

8 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

3 

Canteens 

1 

Butchers 

15 

(c)  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Slaughterhouses — There  are  three  slaugliterhouses  in 
the  district,  two  private  (which  have  been  closed  since  con- 
trol started)  and  one  municipally  owned  abattoir  which  is 
now  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a slaugtering  centre 
for  Dartmouth  and  considerable  surrounding  district. 


Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep 
exclud-  & 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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Tuberculosis 

Beef 

9590 

Pork 

126 

iM  utton 

— 

Veale 

— 

Offals 

3426 

13,142 


Other  Diseases 
& conditions 

Total  lbs- 

9541 

19,131 

112 

238 

2420 

2,420 

652 

652 

9127 

12,553 

21,852  34,994 


In  addition  to  the  aljove  2061bs.  of  imported  beef  was 
condemned  at  butchers  sliops. 

All  animals  found,  on  post  moitem  inspection,  to  be 
nffected  with  tuberculosis  are  reported  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & 
Fisheries,  Animal  Health  Division.  An  inspection  is 
then  made  of  the  remaining  animals  on  the  farms  from 
whence  the  affected  animals  came.  In  some  cases  however, 
where  animals  are  purchased  for  slaughter  from  cattle 
dealers  it  is  not  always  possible  to  trace  the  farm  of  origin. 
'I'here  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  desirability  of  marking  all 
cattle,  particularly  those  wliich  have  re-acted  to  the  tuber- 
culin test  and  which  it  is  suspected  might  subsequently  be 
sold  in  the  open  market  or  to  a dealer.  During  the  year  no 
less  than  245  casually  animals  were  slaus'htered  at  the 
public  aVjattcir,  adding  considerably  to  my  work  and  re- 
sponsibility. None  of  these  animals  was  accompanied  by  a 
veterinary  certificnte,  this  in  my  opinion  sliould  be  necess- 
ary in  every  case  and  those  animals  obviously  diseased  and 
untit  for  human  consumption  sliould  be  sent  direct  to  a 
knackers  yard  and  not  to  a public  slaughter  house. 

OTHER  UNSOUND  FOODS  CONDEMNED  AND 

DESTROYED. 

The  following  unsound  foods  were  destroyed  :- 


102  Tins  Milk 

92 

lbs.  Apples 

10  „ 

Spaghetti 

>• 

Figgs 

14 

Peas 

5 

$9 

Kippers 

2 

Pudding 

84 

99 

Fish 

9 

'I'omatoes 

15 

9 9 

Butter 

8 „ 

Fish 

39 

9f 

Sugar 

5 

Peaches 

26 

99 

Sausage 

4 „ 

Soup 

10 

f f 

Suet 

13 


35  Jars 

(Salad  Oil 

7 Tins 

Meat  Lunch 

4 „ 

Beef  Loaf 

14  „ 

Brawn 

2 „ 

Marmaliide 

2 .. 

Grapefruit  Juice 

3 „ 

Rabbit 

15 

Baked  Beans 

0 „ 

Cherries 

Id  „ 

Mixed  Vegetables 

57  Packets  of  Cheese 
14  Tins  Veal  Loaf 
1 ,,  Plains 

1 „ Beetroot 

1 ,,  Beef  & Vegetable 


14 

(« round  Rice 

112 

Fish  Dressing 

54 

Fillet  Cod 

3 

• > 

Baking  Powder 

19 

t y 

Cheese 

7 

y t 

Cake  Mixture 

34 

>• 

Mixed  Pickles 

28 

Pickled  Cabbage 

14 

yy 

Sultanas 

15 

* y 

Currants 

45 

yy 

Jam 

20 

yy 

Flour 

10 

yy 

Cooking  Fat 

6 

yy 

Corned  Mutton 

84 

fy 

Corned  Beef 

The  following  foods  were  submitted  for  analysis 


Article 

Result 

Malt  Vinegar 

Genuine 

Non  Brewed  Vinegar 

yy 

White  Pepper 

y* 

Tomato  Ketchup 

* y 

Milk 

yy 

Whiskey 

y* 

ICE  CREAM 

Owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances  and  lack  of  equip- 
ment, sampling  did  not  commence  until  late  in  the  season. 

The  following  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County 
laboratory 

Total.  Grade  1.  Grade  2.  Grade  3.  Grade  4. 

11  1 1 36 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  of  ice  cream 
premises  and  owners  have  co-operated  well  in  maintaining 
a high  standard  of  cleanliness. 


Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  lieali.li  (including  inspections  made 
Sanitary  Inspector). 
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FACTORIES  AC'r,  1937  & 1948. 

Part  1 of  the  Act. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  280. 

One  operator  is  engaged  jointly  between  Dartmouth 
and  Brixliain,  working  alternate  weeks  for  each  authority. 

During  the  year  visits  have  been  carried  out  as 

follows 

Private  Premises  86(5 

Business  Premises  89 

Local  Authority  Refuse  Tip,  Abattoir,  Housing 

Estates,  etc.  356 

Local*  Authority  Sewers.  One  maintenance 
treatment  was  carried  out.  Infestation  was 
found  to  be  very  slight. 

Estimated  kill  : Rats 
Mice 


725 

316 


SCHOOLS. 

School  milk  (pasteurised)  is  supplied  by  two  Dairy- 
men in  Dartmouth,  both  these  supplies  were  sampled  and 
found  satisfactory. 

'I'he  lavatory  accommcidation  at  the  Junior  School 
was  found  on  inspection  to  be  totally  inadequa.te,  this  has 
now  been  rectified  by  the  provision  of  new  addilioiial  ac- 
commodation. 

The  cooking  centre  for  school  meals  was  inspected 
and  found  satisfactory. 


DISINFECTION. 


Premises  disinfected  following  infectious  disease  31 

Bedding,  etc.,  treated  in  the  Council’s  Steam 

Disinfector  32 

Library  Books  treated  25 

Premises  treated  for  vermin,  etc.  18 

Bedding,  etc  (soiled  or  verminous)  destroyed  4 
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RAG  FLOCK  ACT. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Periodic  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year 
and  notices  were  served  for  the  following 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  3 

Cleansing  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  1 

PETROLEUM  & EXPLOSIVES  ACTS. 

Number  of  licenses  granted  to  store  Petroleum  9 

Number  of  licenses  granted  to  store  Mixed  Explosives  11 

GAME  DEALERS’  LICENCES. 

There  were  three  licences  granted  during  the  year 
authorising  the  dealing  in  game. 

In  concluding  this  report  I should  like  to  express  my 
thanks  to  colleagues  in  other  departments,  particularly  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  his  staff,  for  their  help  and  co-oper- 
tion.  This  has  been  particularly  valuable  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  assistance  in  my  own  department. 

V.  E.  HUGHES,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Meat  & and  other  Foods  Inspector,  etc. 
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